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The Stem Cell Core performs mycoplasma testing on Fridays. Ideally samples should be taken 
fresh on Friday morning, but if this is not possible due to passaging/feeding schedules, samples 
may be taken earlier and kept at 4°C until ready for testing. 
 
To request mycoplasma testing on alternate days, please contact the core staff to confirm 
availability prior to dropping off samples. Rush testing fees may apply to samples processed on 
alternate days.  
 
1. PROCEDURE 

 
1.1. Remove at least 100µL spent media from the culture vessel to be tested and place in 

1.5mL centrifuge tube. (Most people remove about 500µL.)  
 
Note: Cells should be maintained at least 24 hours under normal culture conditions 
(without passaging or media change) before testing.  
 
Note: Cells should be cultured in antibiotic-free media for at least 72 hours before 
testing. 
 

1.2. Flash spin the samples to pellet any cell debris. Cell debris can result in a false positive.  
 

1.3. Submit an iLAB request for mycoplasma testing. If not submitting as part of the 
mandatory quarterly testing, please email “stemcell-core@gladstone.ucsf.edu” to alert 
the core staff.  

 
1.4. Drop samples off in the Stem Cell Core, Room 428, in the rack labeled “mycoplasma 

samples” before 1pm on Friday.  
 

Note: Please acknowledge the Gladstone Stem Cell Core in your presentations and publications 
if you have used the core’s infrastructure (lab space or equipment), reagents/media, expertise, 
and/or services. These acknowledgments help to justify the existence of the core facility, as well 
as allowing Gladstone to be more competitive in grants and pursue other resource opportunities 
in order to enhance the cores over time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 


